

SANDBOX STATION CHILDCARE
PANDEMIC PROTOCOL
(Updated 26 October 2020)

[bookmark: _GoBack]In light of the COVID-19 global pandemic, we feel it is important to clarify that Dr. Bonnie Henry has confirmed and encouraged child care centres to remain open, where possible, to serve families that are needing childcare. 
We will continue to follow all updated protocols and procedures as outlined by our Health Authorities and the BC CDC.
 
Given these important requirements, it is imperative that we are resolute in our health policy, and that all parents understand and agree to the following additional requirements.  In the event that you feel you are unable to comply with these requirements, we are happy to provide you with recommendations of other programs that may better suit your child care needs.

Please note the following changes that we have made in our daily routine:

PICK-UP AND DROP-OFF
· Parents need to do the Covid-19 self-assessment to themselves and their child/ren every morning before coming to daycare, and disclose to the staff any pertinent information.
· When dropping off or picking up your child/ren, please make sure to maintain a distance of two meters  from other parents or families. 
· Parents are asked to stay at the door or wait at the marked areas
· Children’s temperatures will be checked upon arrival
· INDOOR SHOES is required
· HANDWASHING is done upon arrival and every after each activity

PROVISION OF CARE
· Please note that if our staff are sick and we are unable to find any substitute, children may be asked to stay home in order to comply with the licensing regulations.
· Only essential visitors are permitted to enter our facility
· Windows will be kept open to ensure proper ventilation

MEAL TIME
To minimize cross-contamination:
· Children’s snacks and lunches should be ready to eat in ready to serve containers
· Examples:	fruits peeled and sliced
		biscuits, crackers and cookies opened and placed in containers
		food cut into bite-size pieces
· Food that needs to be microwaved should be placed in flat microwavable containers
· Staff will pack away the containers and utensils to be sent home and washed
· Children’s water bottles will stay at the daycare and will be washed at the end of every day
· Children will be seated in marked areas only which provides enough distance during meal time, and a staggered eating time will be implemented if there are more children present.

INDOOR/OUTDOOR PLAYTIME
· Longer outdoor playtime is implemented, please make sure that your child is dressed properly according to the weather
· Examples:	fall/rain - muddy buddies and rainboots
				winter/snow - snow gear and winter boots
· Due to BC Health regulations, as of the moment we will not be using any sensory materials (including water tables, sand tables and play dough).
· Toys brought from home are not allowed at daycare at this time. All soft and stuffed toys will be put away during the pandemic. We are limiting the number of toys available for play due to sanitation purposes, and we rotate the toys weekly.
· Sharing of supplies and equipment is limited.

CLEANING/SANITATION POLICY
· All toys, furniture, shelving, tables, counters, doorknobs, light switches, gates, cupboards, etc. are sanitized two to three times a day and as needed with a bleach solution.
· Bathroom toilets and sinks are sanitized in the morning and every after use.
· Floors are cleaned and disinfected two to three times a day and as needed.
· Rugs and carpets are cleaned two to three times a day and as needed.
· Tables or any eating surfaces are sanitized before and after each use and as needed.
· Changing mats will be sanitized after each use and as needed.
· Beds/mattresses are sanitized daily after every use.
· bed linens and blankets are washed every after use.

HAND HYGIENE AND RESPIRATORY ETIQUETTE POLICY
· Staff and children are asked to wash their hands immediately upon arrival at the daycare and after each activity. 
· Supervision is given to children when washing their hands.
· Children are taught how to cough and sneeze properly and posters are placed in different areas as a reminder.

NAP TIME
· Beds/mattresses are spaced accordingly to provide enough distance as possible between each child.
· Naps will be staggered to maintain social distancing if there are more children present.
· Beds/mattresses are sanitized daily after every use.
· Bed linens and blankets are sent home every day for the family to wash.

BUS
· Drivers are asked to clean their hands as often as possible, and are asked to wear a non-surgical mask or any face covering when they cannot practice social distancing.
· Children must sanitize their hands before entering the bus and when going off the bus.
· Children are assigned seats when riding the bus.
· An alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol is provided in the bus.

PHYSICAL DISTANCING
· Staff and children are encouraged to maintain a distance of two meters
· Classrooms are arranged according to the guidelines set by BC CDC which promotes social distancing.
· Separate playgroups and learning groups are encouraged.

PAYMENT AND OTHER FEES
If the daycare is shut down due to COVID-19 reasons, no refund will be given to families.  This also applies if a family is self-isolating for 14 days.  Monthly fee will still be applied.
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I have read and understood the aforementioned changes in our policies and agree to abide by them during the pandemic.

Child/Children’s name/s: 	___________________________________________________________

				___________________________________________________________

				___________________________________________________________

				___________________________________________________________

				___________________________________________________________




____________________________________________________
       Parent/Guardian’s Name and Signature


_________________________
         Date




